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SUBJ: PROLIEERATION OF ARAB SUMMITS 

1. LEST ANYONE SUPPOSE THAT ARAB "PEACE OFEENSIVE" LOSING STEAM, 
SERIES OE ARAB SUMMITS AND MINI-SUMMITS DURING FEBRUARY AND 
MARCH WILL BE HELD TO "COORDINATE STRATEGY" AND DEMONSTRATE ARAB 
SOLIDARITY. AHRAM JANUARY 17 ANNOUNCES TRILATRAL SUMMIT OE 
SADAT, ASAD AND NUMARYI FOR FEBRUARY IN KHARTOUM. AKHBAR, 
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NOT TOBE OUTDONE, ANNOUNCES "LIMITED SUMMIT" IN DAMASCUS 
"DURING MARCH" OF ASAD, SADAT, HUSAYN, SARKIS AND ARAFAT. ABOVE 
ANNUNCED IN WAKE OF ANNOUNCEMENT BY FONMIN FAHMY JANUARY 15 
THAT ARAB CHIEFS OF STATE WILL MEET SEPARATELY DURING AFRO- ARAB 
SUMMIT IN CAIRO, SCHEDULED TO OPEN MARCH 7. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH KHARTOUM SUMMIT MAY BE INTENDED AS 
DEMONSTRATION OF SUPPORT FOR NUMARYI, ALL SUMMITS BEING BILLED 
IN CAIRO PRESS AS MOVES TO STRENGTHEN ARAB SOLIDARITY IN PREPARATION 
FOR RECONVEING OF MEPC. SUMMITS ALSO DOUBTLESS INTENDED TO 
PROVIDE SEMBLANCE OF DIPLOMATIC MOVEMENT WHILE INCOMING CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION DECIDES UPON ITS ME POLCIES. 

MATTHEWS 
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